
338 Mar. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

in the District. And I’m asking all the Sec-
retaries to report back to me within 90 days
with a targeted plan of action for each de-
partment to do all it possibly can to help the
District.

It has been said that Americans didn’t
think much of their Capital until they had
to defend it during attack in the War of 1812
when, as all of you know, in 1814 the White
House was burned. In a way, history is re-
peating itself, because for too long, Ameri-
cans have not thought enough about our
Capital City. But Washington is still worth
fighting for. In fact, it’s more worth fighting
for than ever.

The people I have seen who live in this
city, who do miraculous things every day to
try to help people make more of their own
lives, to try to help kids in trouble, to try
to turn things around and see people live up
to their potential, deserve more than the rest
of us have done. And I am determined that
even though the solutions will not come over-
night, we will provide our part of the effort.
And together, with local government and
business, with the involvement of every citi-
zen, we can have a strategy and implement
a strategy that makes Washington the city we
all know it ought to be and that we must
believe it will be.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Marion Barry of the District
of Columbia; Andrew F. Brimmer, chairman, DC
Financial Responsibility and Management Assist-
ance Authority (Control Board); and District of
Columbia Ward 2 Councilman Jack Evans.

Executive Order 13038—Advisory
Committee on the Public Interest
Obligations of Digital Television
Broadcasters
March 11, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.) (the ‘‘Act’’), and in order to es-
tablish an advisory committee on the public

interest obligations of digital television
broadcasters, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the ‘‘Advisory Committee on the Pub-
lic Interest Obligations of Digital Television
Broadcasters’’ (‘‘Committee’’). The Commit-
tee shall consist of not more than 15 mem-
bers appointed by the President. Members
shall be chosen from the private sector, in-
cluding members of the commercial and
noncommercial broadcasting industry, com-
puter industries, producers, academic institu-
tions, public interest organizations, and the
advertising community. The President shall
designate a Chair from among the members
of the Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. On or before June 1,
1998, the Committee shall report to the Vice
President on the public interest obligations
digital television broadcasters should assume.
For the purpose of carrying out its functions
the Committee may, in consultation with the
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information, hold meetings
at such times and places as the Committee
may find advisable.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) To the extent
permitted by law, the heads of executive de-
partments, agencies, and independent instru-
mentalities shall provide the Committee,
upon request, with such information as it
may require for the purpose of carrying out
its functions.

(b) Upon request of the Chair of the Com-
mittee, the head of any executive depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality shall, to the
extent permitted by law and subject to the
discretion of such head, (1) make any of the
facilities and services of such department,
agency, or instrumentality available to the
Committee; and (2) detail any of the person-
nel of such department, agency, or instru-
mentality to the Committee to assist the
Committee in carrying out its duties.

(c) Members of the Committee shall serve
without compensation for their work on the
Committee. While engaged in the work of
the Committee, members appointed from
the private sector may be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, as authorized by law and as the Chair,
in consultation with the Assistant Secretary
of Commerce for Communications and In-



339Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Mar. 11

formation, may allow as needed, for persons
serving intermittently in the Government
service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707), to the extent
funds are available for such purposes.

(d) To the extent permitted by law and
subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Department of Commerce shall provide
the Committee with administrative services,
staff, and other support services necessary for
performance of the Committee’s functions.

(e) The Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Communications and Information, or his
designee, shall perform the functions of the
President under the Act, except that of re-
porting to the Congress, in accordance with
the guidelines and procedures established by
the Administrator of General Services.

Sec. 4. General. The Committee shall ter-
minate 30 days after submitting its report,
unless extended by the President.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 11, 1997

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 12, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 13.

Remarks at a Reception for Senator
Byron Dorgan
March 11, 1997

Thank you. I’m delighted to be on the
stage with 40 percent of all the Democrats
from North Dakota. [Laughter] You know,
in 1974, it took three of them to lose the
race for Congress; I did it at home all by
myself. [Laughter] And I now know why they
lost. The only person who should have been
talking up here was Kim. [Laughter] And she
hasn’t said a word. I made her go out first
tonight so I knew we’d get an applause in-
stead of a boo. [Laughter]

I am delighted to be here. I am honored
to be here with Senator Dorgan and Senator
Conrad and Congressman Pomeroy. The
three of them represent what I hope and be-
lieve, philosophically and in terms of their
commitment to public service and the way
they do their work, is not just the future of

our party but the future of our country, be-
cause they have repeatedly been willing to
stand up and make tough decisions, some of
which are popular with the electorate back
home in North Dakota and may not be so
popular with people here in Washington,
some of which are not popular anywhere, but
they just think they’re right.

And I have a special feeling for Byron Dor-
gan. I followed his career long before he be-
came a Senator, and I admired mightily what
he did in North Dakota. Kent said he was
voted the most powerful politician in North
Dakota, and he said that he was sure that
the person handling the revenues in Arkansas
wasn’t the most powerful person in the State.
Actually, he was; I just had sense enough to
make sure the folks didn’t know that. [Laugh-
ter] I don’t know how he got out of that box.

I really admire him. He deserves to be re-
elected. I’m glad you’re here to help him.
And I’d just like to remind you of a couple
of things that often get lost in the hurly-burly
of daily events around here. Thanks in no
small measure to the leadership that he has
exerted and the support that he has given,
we reversed more than a decade of trickle-
down, supply-side economics and replaced it
with invest-and-grow economics. And by the
narrowest of margin, thanks to his strong sup-
port and his vote, we reduced the deficit 63
percent, and this economy has produced
111⁄2 million jobs for the first time ever in
4 years and the lowest combined rates of un-
employment and inflation since the 1960’s.
That’s enough to get him reelected. You de-
serve that.

In 1992, people talked about problems like
crime and welfare as if they would always
be with us in the same way that they were.
But we have reversed; trends have de-
clined—working with people all over this
country—putting 100,000 police on the
street; working with States to move people
from welfare to work—21⁄4 million people.
Now it will be 21⁄2 million when we get the
last total in 4 years, the largest number of
people ever to move off the welfare rolls.
And we have more to do. But that’s some-
thing to be proud of. The crime rate going
down every year—that’s something to be
proud of.


